Asking an Answerable Clinical Question (Learner)
Types of Questions
Foreground

1. Specific knowledge about managing patients with a specific disorder

2. Essential components (3 or 4)

P    Patient/Problem

I     Intervention (exposure, diagnostic test, prognostic factor, tx, patient perception)

C    Comparison intervention (control)    (Only if relevant)

O   Clinical Outcome

Examples:  In patients with ACE cough, will an ARB avoid the cough and continue to lower BP?
How do well-formulated questions help us?

1. Focus scarce learning time on evidence that is directly relevant to pt’s clinical needs.

2. Focus scarce learning time on evidence that directly addresses our particular knowledge needs, or those of our learners.

3. They can suggest high-yield search strategies.

4. They suggest the forms that useful answers might take.

5. Enhance hand-offs or referrals.

6. Teaching: learners can better understand content; model adaptive processes for lifelong learning.

Problems in posing answerable clinical questions.

1. When we’re puzzled by a pt, but don’t know where to start.  (See Central Issues, below)

2. When we have trouble articulating the question.

3. When we have more Questions than time.

Central issues in clinical work

1. Clinical findings



6. Prognosis
2. Etiology




7. Prevention
3. Clinical manifestations of disease
8. Therapy
4. Differential diagnosis.


9. Experience and meaning.
5. Diagnostic tests.


10. Self-improvement.
